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defired farther Advice ; upon which Dr. Monro was 
fent for, who ordered him to be let Blood, a Repeti¬ 
tion of the above-mentioned Medicine in a Bolus 
every four Hours, and a Clyfter: He was blooded, and 
the Clyfter was injected; but he was prevailed upon 
to take but one of the Bolufles. This Night was fpent 
with great Inquietude, and without any Sleep: Thurs¬ 
day Morning he was generally convulfcd, and had 
frequent Rcachings and Yawnings alternately ; about 
Noon his Mind (which till then continued found) left 
him, and he raved and foamed at the Mouth till five 
o'Clock in the Afternoon; at which Time Nature 
feemed quite fpent, and he lay very quiet till Seven, 
when he died. 

The Poifon in this Boy, you find, was latent near 
nineteen Months; which I know the Books mention, 
but it never fell within my Obfervation before. 

I do not know whether it be neceflary to tell you, 
that I cut this Boy for the Stone laft Summer, about 
a Year after he had been bit; I never faw a Wound 
more difpofed to heal, and he was well and abroad in 
five Weeks. 


III. An Explanation of the Runic Characters 
of Helfingland, by Mr. Andrew Celfius, 
R. S. Suec. Seer. F. R. S . and Frofejfor of 
Ajironomy at Upfal. 

5rjp i s well known, that there are Stones found 
J[ in the feveral Parts of Sueden, which were 
formerly fet up as Obelisks in Memory of the Dead. 

Thefe 
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Thefe Monuments are mark’d with the ancient 
Northern Letters, called Runor (or Runic Cha¬ 
racters). But there is one Province of North Sue- 
den , namely Helfingland, where five of thofe Stones 
occur, which have Characters cut into them, that 
feem to differ from the common Runic . Upon 
the Introduction of our. modern Letters, thefe 
Runic Characters became fo little regarded, that 
their. Interpretation was loft even to the Anti¬ 
quarians of our Country till the Year 1674; when 
my Grandfather Magnus Celfius , then Profeffor of 
Aftronomy in the Univerfity of Up fat, revived their 
Reading, and drew up the following Alphabet of 
them, ranged after the manner of the Ancients. 


n 

lLcI 

r J \< 

> 1 A . 

> • 

FVDORR UNI 

l A S T B L MR 


final 


There are but llxtecn Letters, and the Words are 
frequently diftinguilh’d cither by three Points fet per¬ 
pendicularly over one another, or by two at fome 
Diftance afunder. 

Among the feveral Alphabets hitherto known, 
it would be a hard Matter to find one like the 
foregoing •, if we may not perhaps except the Cha¬ 
racters of the Rerfepolis Lnlbriptions, which have 
not as yet been decypher’d. For the Letters ge¬ 
nerally made ufe of fignify different Sounds, accord¬ 
ing to their various Shapes: Whereas in this Alpha¬ 
bet the fame Character often denotes a different 
Sound, according to the Diverfity of its Place and 
Attitude between the two Parallels. Thus a ftrait 

Stroke, 
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Stroke, landing perpendicular to the parallel Lines, 
fignifies I, F, D and S. For when it joins thefe Pa¬ 
rallels, it fignifies I; when it refts on the lower Pa¬ 
rallel, it fignifies F; on the upper, S and D, when 
it touches neither of them. The fmall Wedge lean¬ 
ing to the Right, and placed near the upper Parallel, 
denotes L; in the middle, N; and O, near the lower. 
A Line defcending from the upper Parallel, and 
making a Curve downward to the left, Hands for K } 
the fame placed contrary wife, from the lower Pa¬ 
rallel upward, expreffes R: andfo of the reft. 

The Intention of the firft Inventor of thefe Letters 
Teems to have been, to form all the Chara&ers of 
fmall Wedges, ftrait and crooked Lines, and two 
Points, varioufly placed between the two Parallels. 
For the Wedges may be placed fifteen different ways: 
Ex. gr. 


123 4> 5 6 7 ^9 

10 11 12 13 14 if 

t, v 


The ftrait Line may alfo have fifteen different Situ¬ 
ations, viz. 

1234 f 6 7 89 

10 11 12 1314 if 

r Li Xx v^ / /_ 

■DHIII 

B 

The 


C'OJ 

The crooked Lines can likewife be varied fourteen 
different ways: vizs. 

12 7, 4 f 6 7 8 9 io ii 12 ij 14 


In fine, the two Points admit twelve Variations: 



But as the ancient Sueo-Gothi had but fixteen Letters 
in their Alphabet, they did not want all thefe Vari¬ 
ations of the Wedges, Lines, and Points : Wherefore 
they employed fix Variations of the Wedges; of the 
ftrait Lines, five; of the crooked, three; and but two 
of the Points. 

If we now fnppofe thefe Heljingic Chdrafters to 
be older than the common Runics, the greateft Part 
of the common Runics can eafily be derived from the 
Heljingics , by adding a perpendicular Line to the 
fmall Wedges and Curves; as appears by the follow¬ 
ing Examples: 


VO RKNIATBL 

Thole of 

Helfingland. 

Common Runics, 

But if we fuppofe the common Runics to be older, 
and to be derived, as it is very probable, from the 

ancient 
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ancient Greek and Roman Letters; we muft, in the 
contrary way, deduce the Helfingic Characters from 
the common Runics , by fubtrading the perpendicular 
Line. 

As a Specimen, I beg Leave to lay before this So¬ 
ciety a Stone found at Malftad, a. View of which 
is reprefented in Tab. I. I took an exad Copy of it 
in the Year 1725", in Company with my Uncle, the 
Rev. Dodor Olave Celfins, of whom we exped a com¬ 
plete Account of all thefe- Helfingic Infcriptions. 

On the outward Limb or Border. 
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S 

lULFA, BR I 
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IN BR ISIVAS LINA 


HB 

B 

BBS! 

V 1 

“SUNTINUNVAS 

SUN;IN LINI VAS UNAR 

nan 

BRSBI9 

if _ 

FAH SUN; IN FAHA DUR] 

L SUN. 


In the firft Curvature, 



" Al vn 

A, 

l _ *— 

IN DA BARLAFiiN DA SUDRUNAR; 


B 2 








ST IN DINA NUK.I, BALA ST IN. 
In the fecond Curvature. 


ARVA VAS MUDIR FISI ULFI 


In the firft Snake. 



SIN VANU IN RIMB1UM 
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That is: 

Trumunt erected this Stone to Fifiuifi. the Son of 
Brift': But Brifi w the Son of Lini. But Lint 
was the Son of Un. But Un was Son of Fah. 
But Fah the Son of Duri. But he {the Son) of 
Barlaf. But he the Son of Drun: but he {the Son) 
of Lanas : but he {the Son) of Fidrafiv. Frumuut 
the Son of Fifiuifi made thefe Runic [Letters.'} 
We have placed this Stone to the North of Bala 
Stone. Arva was the Mother of Fifiuifi. Siulfir 
{or Fifnil fir) was the Governor of this Province.. 
His Place of Abode was in Rimbium. 

That this Monument was creeled fince Chriftianiry 
began to flourifh in Sweden, fufficiently appears by 
the Figure of the Crofs. Moreover, his probable that 
Fifiuifi, as the Governor of the Province, was de¬ 
fended of a very noble Family j feeing his Genealogy 
is traced ten Generations backward. Now if we fup- 
pofe Frumunt to have been thirty Years of Age when, 
he ereded this Monument for his Father, and, with 
Sir Ifaac Newton, allow thirty Years for each Gene¬ 
ration i we fhall find three hundred and thirty Years, 
from the Death of Fifiuifi to the Birth of Fidrafiv, 
who is the Stock of thefe Generations. 

This Stone is publifh'd in Monfieur de la Motrayes 
Travels; but with confiderable Errors in the Windings 
of the Snakes, and in the Letters, as well as in the 
Explanation given to them. 
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